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1. Makershed

A MakerShed is a small scale [approx 6m2] external 
structure, the purpose of which is to enable makers 
of all kinds to demonstrate their practice and/or 
exhibit their work.     

2. The National Festival of Making

The National Festival of Making will take place in 
Blackburn town centre on Saturday 6th and Sunday 
7th May, 2017. Blackburn is a town where 25% of 
the population work in making and manufacturing 
(twice the national average) positioning the town as 
the natural home for what we hope will be an annual 
event.

The festival will celebrate the joy of making for all 
ages and backgrounds and celebrate all aspects 
of making from heavy engineering through to 
those making products in their front rooms. 
Expect to experience exhibitions, workshops, 
demonstrations, art, music, food and markets.

For further information visit:
http://www.festivalofmaking.co.uk/

3. Competition aims

This is a free competition open to all entrants, 
the aim of which is to generate creative, practical 
and affordable designs for portable and securable 
outdoor Maker Spaces.  
 
The MakerShed programme will complement the 
key themes of the festival and provide an outdoor/
indoor space that is easily accessible to any of the 
festivals visitors. Within each shed will be a maker, 
demonstrating their skills and encouraging visitors 
to participate in activities and scheduled workshop 
session.

Makers of all kinds will need a space to exhibit their 
work and demonstrate their craft.  The MakerSheds 
will be located throughout the town centre and 
so will need to be suitable for uneven ground 
conditions.  

4. Makers

The Festival of Making is open to any and every kind 
of making.  Each MakerShed will host a maker. If 
your design is intended for a specific type of maker 
or activity, please make it clear what this is, e.g. 
demonstrations on a potters wheel, 3D printing, 
hackspace, bicycle repair etc

5. Construction

The fabrication and assembly of the winning designs 
will be managed by Placeshakers, working in 
partnership with The Making Rooms, Lancashire’s 
first Fab Lab.  All submissions must be designed to 
be constructed using only the equipment available 
at  The Making Rooms Fab Lab [for details see 
www.makingrooms.org/equipment].  Any entrant 
wishing to take part in the construction process is 
welcome to [further details available upon request].

6. Sustainability

The life cycle of the MakerSheds should be a 
primary concern, with each designed for ease of 
assembly/ disassembly and a proposed future use 
for the materials used.     



7. Budget

Each design should be achievable with 
materials costing no more than £2000.  As such,  
standardisation of construction components and 
the use of advanced fabrication techniques is a 
necessity. 

8. Location

The MakerSheds will be located at the discretion 
of Placeshakers at different locations across the 
festival site [area highlighted in yellow], creating 
satellite maker spaces to engage a wider audience 
and draw them to the festivals centre. Each of the 
sheds should represent a different facet of making, 
be it through their materiality, form or function.  
Consider the activity you intend to take place within 
your MakerShed design.

9. Judging Criteria

There are five criteria that your entry will be 
measured against, ensure that the material you 
submit evidences your consideration for each of 
these criteria:

1_ Design Thinking
How did your research into your chosen aspect of 
making inform your design?  How did you develop, 
test, iterate and refine your proposal?  You should 
also demosntrate how the key criteria have been 
met.

2_ Sustainability
How is your design environmentally responsible?  
Have you minimised material usage and considered 
an afterlife for its components

3_ Execution
We are looking for a high quality design that is in 
keeping with the Festival of Making.

4_ Suitability
How is your design suitable for your chosen maker?  
How does your design meet their specific needs/
requirements?  The MakerSheds are intended as 
external spaces, therefore the design should be 
weather tight and provide sufficient shelter and 
security for the Makers and their equipment.

5_ Buildability
We are looking for designs that can be built to 
budget and constructed safely on site (under the 
direction of Placeshakers and FoM volunteers) as 

such your submission should set out how you have 
tested your design and how you envisage this could 
be undertaken.    

10. How to enter

The competition opens Friday 9th December and 
closes on Sunday February 12th at 12pm GMT, any 
entries received after this will not be considered. 

All submission must be made electronically, by 
emailing makersheds@placeshakers.co.uk

For further competition and entry details, please 
visit - www.makersheds.co.uk

11. Submission Requirements

1 x A3 document containing_

• A single ‘Final Image’ that shows your design 
in its proposed context, including project name 
and brief description.

• An Exploded Axo [or similar] that indicates the 
internal space and construction details.

• Plans, Sections and Elevations at a suitable 
scale.

• Annotated assembly instructions. 

• A brief description explaining how each of the 
judging criteria have been met.

• Bill of Materials and cutting patterns [DXF or 
DWG].

The documents total word count should not exceed 
500 words and the document should be no more 
than 10 pages.

Key Dates:
Fri 09 December 2016  - Competition opens

Mon 13 February 2017  - Judging begins

Sun 12 February 2017  - Final deadline 12pm GMT

Mon 20 February 2017 - Winners announced



Appendix_

About Placeshakers

Placeshakers is a social enterprise based in 
Manchester, which is creatively facilitating change 
in the built environment. We work with local people, 
businesses and the creative industries to create a 
sustainable sense of place. Our projects are about 
animating unloved, underused or abandoned 
places, and through this process, creating a plan 
for them to be brought to life and loved once again.

MakerSheds

The MakerShed competition is inspired by the 
WikiHouse project, an open source project for 
designing and building houses that aims to 
democratise and simplify the construction of 
sustainable and resource light dwellings.  

Construction of WikiHouse structures requires no 
special parts because the cut pieces of wood snap 
together with wedge and peg connections, inspired 
by classical Korean architecture.

A document outlining the WikiHouse approach to 
design and fabrication can be found at_

www.wikihouse.cc

Details on the open source building system can be 
found at_

https://github.com/wikihouseproject

This is by no means an exhaustive list of resources, 
there are many examples to be found.

Materials available to use:

The MakerSheds must be fabricated from components milled on a CNC machine.  
The following prices should be used when creating your Bill of Materials.

9mm Structural Plywood [2440 x 1220] -  Hardwood Faced  £18
12mm Structural Plywood [2440 x 1220] -  Hardwood Faced  £20
18mm Structural Plywood [2440 x 1220] -  Hardwood Faced  £25

Additional materials may be used, but should be kept to a minimum and details/prices must be provided.
e.g. acrylic/polycarbonate window panels.
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