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001_ CONCEPT 

 

MAKERSHED is a new competition for architecture and design students, to create small simple structure to house a making activity. The 

concept has been created by Placeshakers, a social enterprise working to creatively facilitate change in the built environment. We work with a 
range of people and collaborators to develop sustainable approaches to creative placemaking and maker-spaces.  
 

 
Shed Architecture is a colloquial term for a simple, small scale structure. 

 
Maker-spaces are creative DIY spaces where people can gather to create, invent, and learn. 

 

The MAKERSHED brings these two concepts together. 
 
 
 

The MAKERSHED concept has been developed by Placeshakers Community Interest Company, aimed to encourage young designers and 

architects to consider how to engage local communities in place-making activities. Capita is supporting Placeshakers as the lead partner, 
providing expert advice in project management, design, budget management and communications.  
 

The MAKERSHED will be piloted at the new National Festival of Making, taking place in Blackburn, Lancashire in May 2017. 
 
 

http://www.placeshakers.co.uk/
http://www.capita.com/


 
 

002_ NATIONAL FESTIVAL OF MAKING 

 

The first National Festival of Making will take place across Blackburn town centre in May 2017.  Blackburn is a town where 25% of the population 
work in making and manufacturing (twice the national average), positioning the town as the natural home for the event. 
 
The Festival of Making… 

 is the first national celebration of British manufacturing, construction and making in all its diverse forms 

 is the first national event whose aim is to inspire a generation to consider manufacturing, construction and making as a positive career  

 promotes the manufacturing, construction and making sector in a truly celebratory festival environment. 

 
The Festival of Making (FOM) will enable attendees to learn new skills; test new ideas and launch new products.  There will be demonstrations 
by skilled practitioners, and innovative collaborators and entrepreneurs.  It will create a forum for fascinating curious people who enjoy learning 
and who love sharing what they can do.   
 
FOM will celebrate all aspects of craft and manufacturing, those of yesterday, today and tomorrow; uncovering the role they have played in 
shaping us and the ways in which they continue to do so. It will be an all-round experience for makers of each and every kind, from a single 
potter to a mass manufacturer, the festival will cover art, music, fashion, film, craft, technology, design and everything in between.  
 
Making encompasses innovation, product development, technology and design. FOM will inspire participation; encouraging audiences to push 
the boundaries of making and provide a platform for future maker generations.  
 

MAKERSHED will launch at the Festival. 
 



 
 



 
 

003_ SOCIAL AND SUSTAINABLE IMPACT 

Each MAKERSHED will represent a different facet of making, be it through their materiality, form or function.  They will each be based on the 

traditional shed vernacular, with a recognisable frame and scale, but will be specifically designed to suit their makers program. The life cycle of 
the sheds will be a primary concern, with each designed for ease of disassembly and reuse of materials. 
 

 
SKILL DEVELOPMENT  
 

Architecture and design students will have the opportunity to engage in a competition, applying their design thinking and skills to a unique 

concept and possible see it being realised as part of a National event. We will seek volunteers to support the fabrication of the MAKERSHED at 

The Making Rooms and provide them with training. The festival will attract family’s, young people and start-up creative businesses who will be 

inspired by the student sheds and also engage in skills exchange activities inside the MAKERSHED. Within each shed will be a Maker, 

demonstrating their skills and encouraging visitors to participate in activities alongside scheduled workshop sessions. 
 
CREATIVE PLACEMAKING  
 

The MAKERSHED programme will complement the key festival programme strands and provide an outdoor/indoor space that is easily 

accessible to any of the festival visitors.  The sheds will be used as waypoints, creating routes through the festival and linking the threads of 
making, maintaining the visitor’s excitement as they move through the town. There is the opportunity to use the sheds to help animate future 
development sites and gateways, providing a legacy for the structures. 
 
POSITIVE PROMOTION  
 

The competition will provide all partners with positive promotional material and an opportunity to be part of a multi-

disciplinary, sustainable project which will attract media coverage (BBC, Guardian, RIBA). The MAKERSHED programme at 

the festival will highlight the skills and creativity of the region’s artists and makers and inspire all ages to be creative. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  



 
 

004_ PROCESS 

 

Competition 

Placeshakers, with partners, will be commissioning the MAKERSHED student design competition.  The competition is aimed at architecture and 

design students.  Entrants are required to select a hypothetical client [Maker] and design a bespoke maker-space for them to demonstrate their 
craft/process in.  They will research their chosen making theme and ensure that their design provides the required space and facilities to enable 
them to demonstrate and exhibit their work.   
 
The winners will be selected based on 5 criteria – Design Thinking, Environment, Execution, Suitability and Buildability.   
A new micro-website will provide further detail on the judging criteria. 
The judging panel will be made up of representatives from the partnership plus a high-profile designer/architect. 
 
Fabrication 
Each competition entry will include cutting patterns and detailed assembly instructions, allowing for prefabrication of components and some 
structural preassembly where appropriate.  Working with The Making Rooms will provide access to advanced digital fabrication equipment for 
the highly accurate production of complex forms.  All materials and components will be cut and prepared prior to the assembly period.  

Placeshakers will then lead a team of volunteers to assemble the MAKERSHED on site, in the week leading up to the FOM.           

 
Curation  
Once the designs have been shortlisted, the Festival of Making curation team will work with Placeshakers to identify and recruit artists and 

makers to deliver workshops, demonstrations and/or performances in the MAKERSHED for the festival weekend.  

 
Legacy 

As part of the design brief, the students will create ideas for longer term sustainability for the MAKERSHED. Suggestions 

could include reuse the material to create something else eg furniture or relocate the sheds to animate empty spaces and 
sites in Blackburn. The sheds could be auctioned off to local businesses.  
 

The project team will be responsible for the sustainability of the MAKERSHED. 



 
 

 

005_ PARTNERSHIP  

 

The MAKERSHED competition will be delivered by Placeshakers CIC, in partnership with Capita, The Making Rooms and the Festival of Making 

CIC project team. 
 

Capita [Blackburn] is leading on the Growth Programme for Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council. The MAKERSHED competition provides an 

opportunity to create a working partnership with Capita, the Council and other partners on a creative project launching at the Festival. The 

MAKERSHED could then be used to animate future development sites and gateways in Lancashire. 

 
The Making Rooms opened in October 2016 and is Lancashire’s first Fab Lab with CNC router, laser cutter, 3D printers and other making 
machines.  
 
Manchester School of Architecture, Sheffield School of Architecture and UCLan will provide support to the competition process, advising students 
on briefs, proposals and presentation.  
 
The Festival of Making CIC will work with Placeshakers to curate the sheds, recruiting makers and artists to deliver workshops, demonstrations 
and exhibitions in the sheds over the Festival weekend. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

006_ SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

 

We are seeking sponsorship from companies to ‘adopt’ a MAKERSHED. The number of winning entries will be dependent on how many 

sponsors commit to the project.  
 

Each MAKERSHED will cost no more than £2000 to manufacture and assemble.  A bill of materials will be supplied with each design entry.  

Where possible, materials will be ordered in bulk quantities to reduce costs and delivery.   
 
As well as financial support, each sponsor will be asked to provide the following in-kind support: 

● Marketing the success stories from the MAKERSHED competition 

● Nominate one member of staff to be part of the Competition judging panel 

● If required, provide transportation and storage for the MAKERSHED 

 
 

In return, Placeshakers and the Festival of Making will: 

 Acknowledge the sponsor as a MAKERSHED Partner with logo accreditation in the Festival of Making (FOM) 2017 brochure 

 Sponsor logo and hyperlink applied to Partner section of the FOM website  

 Sponsor logo accreditation on all MAKERSHED promotional material and exhibition boards at the Festival site 

 Opportunity to place promotional offers or complimentary stories in the FOM newsletter 

 Opportunity to connect digitally with FOM’s partners and supporters 

 Monthly updates featuring up-to-date information and digital content, to share with staff and social media followers 

to promote the relationship and association with FOM 

 Exclusive invitation to attend the VIP launch of the Festival of Making 

 
 



 
 

 
 
007_ TIMESCALES  
 

Competition launch    December/January 2017 

Competition closes    Sunday 12 February 2017 

Judging begins    Monday 13 February 2017 

Winners announced    Monday 20 February 2017 

Project launch     Saturday 6 – Sunday 7 May 2017 

 

008_ CONTACT DETAILS 

Placeshakers CIC   www.placeshakers.co.uk  

Claire Tymon [Director] - 07713255747 / claire@placeshakers.co.uk 

Matthew Pilling [Director] - 07970608637 / matt@placeshakers.co.uk  

 

APPENDICES 

Competition brief

http://www.placeshakers.co.uk/
mailto:claire@placeshakers.co.uk
mailto:claire@placeshakers.co.uk
mailto:matt@placeshakers.co.uk


 
 

 

 


